and yet the underlying mechanisms are surprisingly common and conserved, although they may control a very distinct form of cell demise from necrosis and excitotoxicity to autophagy and apoptosis.
1 Evolution has selected several fundamental survival mechanisms, which, when compromised, often turn into the death pathways. These pathways have been characterised in much detail during recent years, and yet every now and then more new and fascinating peculiarities of death-related processes are uncovered. We composed the review set, published in the present issue of Cell Death and Differentiation from selected lectures delivered in Bristol in April 2008 [2] [3] [4] [5] with an intention of presenting a broad overview of death and protection of cells in various tissues.
